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a recent video posted on the Mondoweiss news site showed 
Israeli soldiers shooting a Palestinian boy in the back. At some 
point, we have to wonder, is my understanding of Israel and of 
Palestinians complete?

The Jewish Museum of the Palestinian Experience was founded to 
help provide a more complete, more Jewish, understanding of the 
conflict in the Holy Land. This inaugural issue of the museum’s 
magazine helps serve as an introduction to the many resources this 
museum offers.  

The museum focuses primarily on material from Jewish and Israeli 
sources. Palestinian sources are valuable, too, particularly for under- 
standing Palestinian perspectives. The recently opened Museum of 
the Palestinian People can provide that perspective. Hopefully, a 
better understanding will lead to what we all truly desire: peace,  
security and justice for all the people living in Israel/Palestine, for 
both Jewish and non-Jewish families.

 
The Jewish Museum of the Palestinian Experience

Museum of
the Palestinian People

www.PromisedLandMuseum.org
https://mpp-dc.org/
https://mpp-dc.org/
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between 1917 and 1947, there was a growing discourse of 
“colonization” of Palestine. Jewish groups like the Stern Gang worked to rid 

Palestine of British authorities who were restricting immigration of Jews.

Among Israeli leaders like David Ben-Gurion, “colonization”  
becomes a term used in the founding stages of Israel. Outside of Palestine, 

the likelihood of military force in the creation of a Jewish state is 
recognized by the United States.

Those living in Palestine were promised that “freedom of conscience and of 
worship is assured and discrimination on the grounds of race, religion or 

language forbidden. English, Hebrew and Arabic are the official languages. 
All male Palestinians over twenty-five years of age are entitled to vote.”
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PICTURED: About 750,000 Palestinians were forced from their homes in 1948.
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http://promisedlandmuseum.org/creation-of-state/
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In May, 1945, a letter from Acting Under Secretary 
of State Joseph Grew to President Truman described 
the opinion of President Roosevelt that a separate 
state for Jews in Palestine could only be created and 
maintained through military force.

Some believe that before Israel’s war for independence 
there was no Palestine, there were no Palestinian  
people, and the land was desert and had no inhab-
itants. This belief is easily found distributed and 
shared online and in discourse surrounding the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict today. However, Judaism 
teaches us that—whatever we call the families who 
were living in Palestine before the creation of Israel—
it would be wrong to expel them and make and keep 
them as refugees from their homes.

While before 1917, Muslims, Christians, and Jews 
lived together peacefully, the next thirty years 

would see an increase in attacks between groups the 
Muslims and Christians killed during the riots of 
1929 (870 Muslims and 4 Christians). Muslims and 
Christians are not often mentioned when the tragedy 
is used to demonstrate that Jews were being mistreated 
in the Holy Land, much less the many, many, many 
peaceful Muslim, Jewish and Christian people who 
were not involved in the violence.

WAR

With the influx of Jewish immigrants into Palestine and 
growing tensions after the 1917 Balfour Declaration, 
civil war broke out on November 30, 1947 and con-
tinued through 1949. The 1947 war was so divisive 
that it is referred to as the “War of Independence” in 
Hebrew and as “The Catastrophe” in Arabic.

There was one town, Deir Yassin, where on April 9, 

The History of the Haganah contains war plans specifically calling for the expulsions of entire village populations.
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http://promisedlandmuseum.org/creation-of-state/


1948 the Palestinian population was mistreated and 
massacred in a targeted attack on the local population 
by the Irgun and Stern Gang.

A letter to the editor submitted to the New York 
Times, which included Albert Einstein as a signatory, 
decried the attack at Deir Yassin and warned the 
Unites States against supporting “facist” Jewish  
terrorist groups in Palestine.

Palestinian sources document over 400 towns from 
which the Palestinian population was expelled. 
The Jewish army (the Haganah) war plans included 
specific mention of the expulsion of entire Palestinian 
village populations —men women and children— 
the destruction of the villages, and the mining of the 
debris. The Israeli Defense Force (IDF) published a 
contemporary report in 1948 that documented the 
causes of Palestinian flight. According to the IDF, 
the leading factor causing Palestinian families to flee 
was “direct, hostile Jewish [Haganah/IDF] operations 
against Arab settlements.” In addition, a 1979 New 
York Times article discussed Israel’s censorship of 
Yitzhak Rabin’s account of the expulsion of 50,000 
Palestinian civilian men, women and children from 
the towns of Ramle and Lydda.

Whether it be due to broadcasted threats of death 
or rape, word of the fall of neighboring villages, or 
surprise attacks, psychological warfare was a tactic 
used in the expulsion of Palestinian families from 
their homes.

During World War II, Count Folke Bernadotte had 
served as vice chairman of the Swedish Red Cross. 
Just before the end of the war, he had led a rescue  
operation transporting inmates from German 
concentration camps to hospitals in Sweden, among 
them a few thousand Jews. He later became the Swedish 
UN mediator assigned to deal with the 1948 crisis in 
Palestine, but was assassinated in Jerusalem by one 
of the Jewish terror organizations, the LEHI (Stern 
Gang), an organization led in part by future Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir.

The war years—filled with acts of terrorism on both 
sides, massacres of Palestinian villages, and the ultimate 
expulsion of Palestinians from their homes—are in 
sharp contrast to the previous atmosphere in the 
Holy Land where Muslims, Christians, and Jews lived 
alongside one another in peace. Unfortunately, the 
violence of the war years had no end in sight as the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict continues to be a pertinent, 
yet unresolved, social issue today.
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Count Folke Bernadotte

             CONCLUDING SUMMARY

Palestinian families were violently expelled from 
their homes and villages. Was it intentional? 
Some would say yes, some might say no. In 
this instance, does it matter? Jewish morality 
teaches us that if parents take their children 
and flee war, they should be allowed to return 
to their homes, irrespective of their religion, 
and irrespective of the motivations of the people 
who created the conditions that led to the 
family fleeing the violence.

York Times article discussed Israel’s censorship of 
Yitzhak Rabin’s account of the expulsion of 50,000 
Palestinian civilian men, women and children from 
the towns of Ramle and Lydda.

 a 1979 New

The Israeli Defense Force (IDF)
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https://www.jstor.org/stable/4283093?seq=1
http://1.bp.blogspot.com/_LD3fAoCXAww/TCz9ZcqJ31I/AAAAAAAAAAM/UBMrL-hy7-g/s1600/NYTimes+artilce+-rabin-3.jpg
http://1.bp.blogspot.com/_LD3fAoCXAww/TCz9ZcqJ31I/AAAAAAAAAAM/UBMrL-hy7-g/s1600/NYTimes+artilce+-rabin-3.jpg
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People in different groups often misjudge the motivations 
of others. This phenomenon is seen in Israel/Palestine 
along with many other conflicts throughout the world.  
In this section, we illustrate this common cause of struggle 
via various current events.

too often in conflicts, each side accurately presents their 
own beliefs but make unknowingly false claims about the beliefs of 
people with whom they disagree.

Social psychologists recognize fundamental attribution error, that 
people tend to explain other people’s actions based on personality 
flaws. Regarding immigration, both sides may hold caring beliefs 
while thinking the other side has evil intent.

In every conflict—borders, abortion, Israel/Palestine—we should 
be open in seeking out the first hand views of those with whom we 
disagree.

Borders
TOPIC
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 WHAT CAN I DO?

Be knowledgeable, share this information, contact 
your congressional representatives and speak from your 
heart. Click here to find your current representatives. 

Photo: Luis Quintero, Pexels

What they think...

What they think 
the other side 
thinks...

What they think...

What they think 
the other side 
thinks...

What they think...

What they think 
the other side 
thinks...

We should be welcoming immigrants.

They are racists.

Migrants want to work.

They don’t care about workers.

Separating children from their parents 
is not good for children.

They don’t care about children.

We should be welcoming legal 
immigrants.

They want power by flooding the 
country with dependent people who 
will vote for Democrats.

Low cost migrant labor reduces the 
wages of American workers.

They don’t care about American 
workers.

Attempting to enter another country 
illegally with your children is risky for 
the children.

They don’t care about children.

Pro-Immigrant Pro-Border Defense
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In a discussion about the origins of the Israel- 
Palestine conflict with a Jewish friend, I men-
tioned “Plan D, the secret plans of the Jewish 

army to expel Palestinians.” I sounded like a raving 
lunatic, spouting a conspiracy theory promoted by 
anti-Semites. 

I grew up in the Jewish community of Washington, 
D.C., attending a Hebrew school that my grandfather
helped to found and that my father had helped lead.

We learned we were an 
oppressed minority that we 
had a special relationship 
with God and a high moral 
character. We believed 
in American and Jewish 
values of honesty, justice, 
truth and peace. We took 
pride in Israel, a democratic 
country that shared our 
values and that represented 
an end to our oppression. 
We Jews had come to an 
unredeemed holy land of 
deserts and swamps, and 
we made that land bloom. 
I was proud to be a part  
of it, collecting nickels  
and dimes to plant trees  
in Israel. 

We understood that Jews 
had returned to Israel to 

live in peace with Arab neighbors. And when the 
evil Arab states—jealous of our accomplishments— 
declared war on Israel, we begged the local Arabs to 
stay. We were moral people. But the local Arabs, in an 
attempt to help Arab armies kill off the Jews, fled, or 
so we understood. 

My understanding of that story evolved after a visit 
to Israel. Touring throughout Israel, I saw farms and 
factories where there had once been swamps and 
deserts. But if we Jews had come to a land of empty 
swamps and deserts as I had been taught, how did so 
many Palestinian men, women and children become 
refugees? Something was missing in my understanding. 

The Jewish Museum of the Palestinian Experience is 
meant to fill that gap. People look at facts from their 
own perspectives. Presenting information gleaned 
primarily from Jewish and Israel sources, the museum 
is designed to help those people who would not trust 
Palestinian sourced information take a step toward 
understanding what happened. While people speak of 
“two narratives,” there is only one truthful history, only 
one truly Jewish way to understand what happened.  

I had been taught that Jews had lived in Palestine for 
centuries and that this continuous tie gave us Jews a 
right to “redeem” our homeland. Now, the presence 
of those Jews — surrounded for centuries by tens and 
hundreds of thousands of Palestinian Arabs (mostly 
Muslim, but some Christian) — made me realize 
that Jews, Christians and Muslims can live peacefully 
together. It is time for discrimination rooted in trib-
alism and misunderstanding to end. Hopefully, this 
museum will help.
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A Jewish American’s Evolving View of Israel
Dr. Steven Feldman

Dr. Steven Feldman is a 
U.S.-based dermatologist
and Curator of the Jewish
Museum of the Palestinian
Experience.

(Adapted from “A Jewish American’s Evolving View of Israel,” 
published in 2009 by the American Council for Judaism.)
(Adapted from “A Jewish American’s Evolving View of Israel,” 
published in 2009 by the American Council for Judaism.)

We Jews had come to 
an unredeemed holy 

land of deserts and 
swamps, and we made 

that land bloom... 
My understanding of 

that story evolved  
after a visit to Israel.
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http://www.acjna.org/acjna/articles_detail.aspx?id=529


ABOUT THIS PUBLICATION

This magazine has been developed by the  
Promised Land Museum a project of  
The Coalition for Peace with Justice.

The Promised Land Museum was founded 
to provide a Jewish Perspective on the Israel/
Palestine conflict. This perspective is rooted  

in Jewish values, to treat our neighbor as  
we would want to be treated.

The mission of the Coalition for Peace with Justice 
(CPWJ) is to work for a just and sustainable peace 
in Israel-Palestine. We educate the public, advocate 

for change based on equal rights, and directly 
support peace builders in Israel-Palestine.

If you are interested in contributing to a future 
issue, visit us on social media or contact us via 

email at info@promisedlandmuseum.org.
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PromisedLandMuseum.org

For more information or to share this message of peace 

with your community, contact the Coalition for Peace with Justice, 

PO Box 2081, Chapel Hill, NC 27515 

919-914-9881  /  cpwj.contact@gmail.com

@promisedlandmuseum

@LandMuseum

@Promised Land

PromisedLandMuseum.org

http://promisedlandmuseum.org/
https://www.facebook.com/promisedlandmuseum
https://twitter.com/LandMuseum?lang=en
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtapNhyTJcnle1Kx7YNDQbw



