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human tribal tendencies—so essential to human survival in earlier
times—lead us to view “others” as less worthy or even, at times, evil. Our tendency
to demonize those whose customs are unfamiliar to us or whose ways are different
from ours often leads to and follows from misunderstandings. Often, there truly are
very fine people on both sides, with people on each side thinking ill of the other.
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People’s perspectives on Israel and Palestine largely depend on the perspective they
bring to it. Often that perspective is rooted in the terrible injustices that Jews have
faced. A balanced view also considers the experience of Palestinian families.
The Jewish Museum of the Palestinian Experience was founded to help provide a
more complete, more Jewish, understanding of the conflict in the Holy Land. In
this issue of Perspectives, we revisit some of the violent incidents perpetrated on
Palestinians that hinder progress toward peace in the Holy Land.
The museum focuses primarily on material from Jewish and Israeli sources.
Palestinian sources are valuable, too, particularly for understanding Palestinian
perspectives, and the Museum of the Palestinian People (mpp-dc.org) can provide
that perspective. Hopefully, a better understanding will lead to what we all truly
desire: peace, security, and justice for all the people living in Israel/Palestine, for
both Jewish and non-Jewish families.

COVER IMAGE: Children investigate destroyed homes in Palestine, 2012
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TERROR &
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In contrast to the United States, which was wracked with war and conflict
in the late 1800s to the turn of the last century, Palestine was, at the same
time, largely peaceful and multi-religious. But since the early 1900s,
Palestine has experienced rising deaths from attacks by both Arab and
Jewish peoples. Early Jewish groups, such as the Irgun and the Stern Gang,
were labeled as terrorists by the British government and even by some
Jewish leaders. Both Palestinian families and Israeli Jews see themselves as
victims and the other as oppressors. Here, we will look more closely at the
experience of Palestinians in the 20th and early 21st centuries.

PICTURED: During the 2014 Israel–Gaza conflict, Israel artillery reportedly hit a United Nations
school for refugees in Jabalia Camp, killing at least 15 Palestinians seeking shelter there.
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In 2014, Israel’s Operation Protective Edge in Gaza
caused 2,131 Palestinian deaths, with 1,473 identified
as civilians, including 501 children, according to
the United Nations Office for the Coordination of
Humanitarian Affairs. Operation Protective Edge was
similar to 2008’s Operation Cast Lead with similar
results—a disproportionate number of Palestinian
civilian casualties.

PICTURED: Gaza Strip refugees protest after Israeli forces strike in Bureij, 2018

It is hard for anyone to see themselves as perpetrators
or bullies. Full of righteous indignation, it is far easier
to see one’s own actions—even violent actions—as
rooted in a desire to achieve a good and just outcome.
In much the same way that Southern Whites in the
United States perceived their own actions after the
Civil War as Godly and virtuous, violent groups have
arisen in Palestine—some Israeli-state-sanctioned and
some not—as a way to represent Jewish interests.
When groups like the Irgun, led by Menachem Begin,
and Stern Gang, led by Yitzhak Shamir, began leading
attacks in Palestine, David Ben-Gurion, a founder
and later Prime Minister of Israel, called the Irgun
an “enemy of the Jewish people.” But both Begin and
Shamir would later become Prime Ministers of Israel,
and streets and highways still bear their names.
A letter published in the New York Times in 1948,
cosigned by Albert Einstein, called the rise of Begin’s
party in Israeli politics “the most disturbing political
phenomena of our time.”
Elias Chacour, a Palestinian Israeli Christian pastor,
wrote in his book, Blood Brothers: “Most especially, we
came to fear one name ... the Irgun. One of its leaders
… was Menachem Begin.”
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In 1943, the Irgun claimed responsibility for
bombing the King David Hotel, then headquarters
of the British Mandate Government. The bombing,
which killed 91 people including British, Arabs,
and Jews.
In 1982, while Begin was Prime Minister, the Israeli
military allowed a right-wing Lebanese militia
to enter two Palestinian refugee camps in Beirut,
according to a New York Times report
by Seth Anziska.
Anziska wrote: “In 1983, an Israeli investigative
commission concluded that Israeli leaders were
‘indirectly responsible’ for the killings and that Ariel
Sharon, then the defense minister … bore ‘personal
responsibility’ for failing to prevent them.”

GAZA 2009 & 2014
21st-century operations by Israel against Gaza have
also left disproportionate casualties and destruction.
In 2008, Israel carried out Operation Cast Lead, also
known as the Gaza War or Massacre. The operation’s
stated goal was to end weapons smuggling into Gaza

Bank, the Sinai Peninsula, the Gaza Strip, the Golan
Heights, and East Jerusalem.
In a story in the New York Times in 2006, David
Fromkin wrote: “Israel compromised itself through its
partnership with European imperialism—providing
evidence to enemies … that Israel was no more than
a European imperialist itself. And its victory in the
Sinai campaign … illustrated the paradox that the
more Israel won on the battlefield, the further it got
from achieving the peace that it sought.”

A human rights group in Ramallah called Israel’s
seizure of nearly $400 million of funds belonging
to Palestinians a “war crime” prosecutable by the
Geneva-based tribunal, according to Dalia Hatuqa,
writing in AlJazeera. Hatuqa wrote, “A new report
by Al-Haq, the West Bank affiliate of the
International Commission of Jurists in Geneva,
outlined the devastating effects of Israel’s
withholding of taxes it collects on behalf of the
Palestinians, calling the seizure ‘unlawful’ and a
form of ‘collective punishment.’”

WARS
In 1955 in Records of Dispossession: Palestinian
Refugee Property and the Arab-Israeli Conflict,
Michael R. Fischbach wrote: “U.S. Secretary of State
John Foster Dulles delivered a speech to the Council
on Foreign Relations in New York in which he stated
that ‘compensation is due from Israel to the refugees.’”
But Project Alpha was never carried out due to the
tumult in the Middle East in 1955 and 1956.
We have heard it said that “Arabs started all the
wars.” That view doesn’t appear true. In the Suez
Crisis in 1956, an invasion of Egypt by Israel,
Britain and France re-established control of the Suez
Canal to Western powers. Also called the Tripartite
Aggression, the crisis interfered with armistice lines
between Israel and Egypt. Armistice lines between
Israel and several of its neighbors were broken by
Israel in the Six-Day War in 1967. In that war, Israel
tripled its land by occupying the Gaza Strip, the West

CONCLUDING THOUGHTS
Outlined here are only some of the incidents
of systematic persecution of Palestinians
by Israeli factions. Sometimes approved by
the State of Israel and Western allies and
sometimes not, they nevertheless show a
sad lack of progress toward peace. There are
people who perceive themselves as victims
on both sides. Recognizing that there are
very fine people—people who believe they
are on the side of peace and justice—on
both sides can move us toward the goal of
better lives for all and a better world for all.

TERROR AND CONFLICT

and end rocket fire into Israel. According to B’Tselem,
1,387 Palestinians were killed—with many civilian
casualties, including 320 children. Nine Israelis were
killed: six soldiers and three civilians.

PICTURED:
An Israeli soldier and civilian interrogate
detainees at a Huwarra checkpoint, 2016
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People in different groups often misjudge the motivations
of others. This phenomenon is seen in Israel/Palestine
along with many other conflicts throughout the world.
In this section, we illustrate this common cause of struggle
via various current events.

TOPIC

Who sees clearly:
Palestine/Israel, Left/Right?

We can see the effects in the political news of the day. Consider President Trump’s recent COVID-19
illness. He was exposed, became ill, and was hospitalized. He was treated, made an appearance
being driven around in a car by the Secret Service, and then was helicoptered back to the White
House. Those are objective facts. How those facts are interpreted—our subjective perceptions of
those facts—are very much based on our perspective, including our political affiliation.

VIEWED FROM THE LEFT, from people who
despise the President, his ride in the car was purely
for his own ego. Worse, exposing the Secret Service
agents who drove him around to a potentially deadly
COVID-19 infection was unconscionable. His treatment
in the hospital with medications that the rest of us
cannot access is an insult to the injury of his attempts to
take healthcare access away from millions of Americans.
His helicopter ride and staged return to the White
House was also driven by ego and self-aggrandizement.
His failure to wear a mask, failure to promote maskwearing and social distancing, and failure to protect the
American people make him responsible for the deaths
of hundreds of thousands of Americans.

a reader wrote to us, saying, “Palestinians are killing Israeli

citizens, and destroying property with mortars, rockets, yet playing it as
if they are the innocent victims. Pretending to want peace, while being
unpeaceful toward others does not translate that the people being attacked
are required to remain peaceful.” This reader sees the Palestinians as not
wanting peace, even though Israel drove these Palestinian families from
their homes, made and keep these Palestinian families refugees from
those homes, and heap 10-to-100-fold more violence on them than the
other way around. Despite Israeli Prime Minister Golda Meir’s (perhaps
apocryphal) quote, “Peace will come when the Arabs will love their children
more than they hate us,” can there be any doubt that all mothers, including
Palestinian mothers, want peace for their children as much as any Israeli
or other mothers would?
In his book, Why We’re Polarized, journalist Ezra Klein describes how
our identity shapes our political views. He recounts psychological studies
that show how our affiliations dramatically affect our thinking and our
judgment. Surely these phenomena have a large effect on our perception
of Middle East affairs.
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VIEWED FROM THE RIGHT, the President
may be perceived as a hero, putting his life on the line
to make America better, to keep the economy humming
even during the worst pandemic in living memory.
He’s doing everything he can to help keep Americans
employed (something the well-off “elites” don’t care
about). He was even willing to be a guinea pig for
an experimental treatment that, if safe and effective,
could potentially benefit many Americans. He exuded
leadership and strength, something America needs.

Individual response
to COVID-19

President Trump’s response
to COVID-19

What the American Left
thinks about …

“We are taking responsibility for our
and others’ safety.”

“He’s a murderer, exploiting quick
recovery for personal aggrandizement.”

What the American Right
thinks about …

“Masks don’t stop the infection. The
warmth and moisture under a mask do
more harm than good. Closing businesses
causes more harm than good, too.

“He’s a hero, risking his life to lead and
keep Americans employed.”

Humans depend on group affiliation for survival. We have not
changed. Our thoroughly illogical attachments to sports teams
illustrate the depth to which our attachments influence our
thinking. It was barely more than a generation ago when those
attachments allowed Southern Whites to think of Blacks as inferior
or for Germans to think that Jews should be annihilated. When
we look at the objective facts about how Palestinian families were
made into refugees and kept refugees from their homes, what we
perceive could be in large part a reflection of our own identity.
PICTURED: Palestinians search through the rubble of homes hit by Israeli strikes in the northern Gaza Strip, 2014.
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Changing Minds One Heart at a Time
Shiri Ourian

S

ome have called it the saddest—and most
optimistic—organization. Its own leadership says
it’s the only organization that doesn’t want any
more new members. The Parents Circle-Families Forum
(PCFF), is a joint Israeli and Palestinian organization
made up of 600 bereaved families. Their common
bond is that they have lost a close family member to
the conflict. But instead of choosing revenge, they have
chosen a path of reconciliation.
Through the different education and public awareness
activities of the Parents Circle, the bereaved members
have joined together to take hundreds of thousands of
Palestinians and Israelis on
their personal journeys of
reconciliation. It is often raw
and always emotional. But
out of these interactions,
comes change. Not the
kind of change that makes
headlines, but a more
personal and profound shift
in perspective.

A time of low political
expectations and few
diplomatic options is
the critical time for
making long-term
investments in IsraeliPalestinian relations.

To lay the groundwork
for lasting peace, PCFF
provides, first and foremost,
the opportunity for Israelis
and Palestinians to meet.
In the context of conflict,
the two peoples remain alienated from one another, a
separation that is fortified by feelings of fear, hatred,
mistrust, and dehumanization of the other. Rather than
allow bereavement to serve as yet another reason to
hate, PCFF’s activities aim to use the personal stories
of bereaved Israelis and Palestinians to prevent further
bereavement on both sides, to demand a peaceful
resolution to the conflict from policymakers, and to
educate and inspire the public towards reconciliation.
A time of low political expectations and few diplomatic
options is the critical time for making long-term
investments in Israeli-Palestinian relations. The
core goal of the PCFF programs is to help people
move beyond exclusive truths, contribute to mutual
understanding and empathy and increase participants’
commitment to and hope for reconciliation and peace.
CFF’s primary methodology is to build trust,
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increase knowledge of the “other side” and encourage
reconciliation between Israelis and Palestinians through
creative, educational and experiential programs
like Dialogue Meetings and the Parallel Narrative
Experience. Participants have opportunities to gain a
better understanding of each side’s narrative and the
possibility of peace.
Led by trained staff and inspired by PCFF’s bereaved
members—those who have lost the most yet are able
to reconcile—these activities produce emotional
breakthroughs for participants who could not
previously imagine there is a partner for peace on the
other side. PCFF’s 1000+ Narrative Experience alumni
work alongside members on education and public
advocacy to raise awareness of the cost of violence
and alternatives to the current reality. Our public
events include co-hosting an alternative Memorial
Day Ceremony, promoting voices of women in peacebuilding solidarity visits to marginalized communities
and more.
Being a joint organization allows us to respond quickly
and sensitively to political and social events impacting
the conflict in both societies. PCFF is guided by a joint
Israeli and Palestinian Board, ensuring accountability,
transparency and ethical operations, and directing the
joint leadership. As a joint organization, PCFF also has
two co-Managers and maintains offices in both Israel
and Palestine. Our professional Palestinian and Israeli
staff are in regular communication and work together
on all projects and programs.
The PCFF hopes for the day that political leaders will
reach an agreement for peace. Reconciliation between
the Israeli and Palestinian people is not only a catalyst
for demanding such a peace agreement but also will
ensure that peace is sustainable.

A B O U T T H I S P U B L I C AT I O N
This magazine has been developed by the
Promised Land Museum a project of
The Coalition for Peace with Justice.
The Promised Land Museum was founded
to provide a Jewish Perspective on the Israel/
Palestine conflict. This perspective is rooted
in Jewish values, to treat our neighbor as
we would want to be treated.
The mission of the Coalition for Peace with Justice
(CPWJ) is to work for a just and sustainable peace
in Israel-Palestine. We educate the public, advocate
for change based on equal rights, and directly
support peace builders in Israel-Palestine.
If you are interested in contributing to a future
issue, visit us on social media or contact us via
email at info@promisedlandmuseum.org.

Shiri Ourian,
Executive Director,
American Friends of
the Parents Circle

parentscirclefriends.org
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PromisedLandMuseum.org
@promisedlandmuseum

@LandMuseum

@Promised Land

For more information or to share this message of peace
with your community, contact the Coalition for Peace with Justice,
PO Box 2081, Chapel Hill, NC 27515
919-914-9881 / cpwj.contact@gmail.com
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